Pamatnik Terezin
Vzdélavaci a kulturni centrum Zidovského muzea

Velvyslanectvi Statu lzrael

zvou Vas a Vase pratele na

Tiskovou konferenci

ve Vzdélavacim a kulturnim centru Zidovského muzea v Praze, Maiselova 15, 110 00 Praha 1

Termin: 18. dubna 2005, 14.00 hod.

Projekt pfedstavi kuratorka Elena Makarovova.
ZvIastni host: Walid Abu-Haya, zastuce velvyslance, Velvyslanectvi Statu Izrael v Praze
Moderator: PhDr. Milo$ Pojar, feditel Vzdélavaciho a kulturniho centra Zidovského muzea v Praze

PREZENTACE NOVEHO PROJEKTU
PAMATNIKU TEREZIN

,LODNI LISTEK DO RAJE: Peretz Béda Mayer a Fritz Haendel”

Kontakty a potvrzeni G¢asti:

Pamatnik Terezin, Principova alej 304, 411 55 Terezin
Tel. 416 782 225, 416 782 442, 416 782 131
Email: svobodova@pamatnik-terezin.cz, www.pamatnik-terezin.cz

Elena Makarovova, kuratorka, tel. 723 530 581 (anglicky)



TISKOVA ZPRAVA

_Tiskova konference
ve Vzdélavacim a kulturnim centru Zidovského muzea v Praze, Maiselova 15, 110 00 Praha 1

Termin: 18. dubna 2005, 14.00 hod.
Projekt predstavi kuratorka Elena Makarovova
Zvlastni host: Walid Abu-Haya, zastuce velvyslance, Velvyslanectvi Statu Izrael v Praze

Moderator: PhDr. Milo$ Pojar, Feditel Vzdélavaciho a kulturniho centra Zidovského muzea
v Praze

PREZENTACE NOVEHO PROJEKTU PAMATNIKU TEREZIN
,LODNi LISTEK DO RAJE: Peretz Béda Mayer and Fritz Haendel”

Dilo Peretze Bédy Mayera (1906 — 2002), narozeného v Hodoniné, a Fritze Haendela (1910 — 1945),
puvodem z Liberce, bude pfedstaveno v jejich viasti poprvé. Dosud nejvétsi souhrnna vystava
Mayerovych a Haendelovych vytvarnych praci bude zahajena v Malé pevnosti Terezin pod zastitou
Pamatniku Terezin dne 9. kvétna ve 14 hodin — u pfileZitosti 60. vyroCi konce druhé svétové valky - a
potrva do 30. prosince 2005.

Anglicky katalog Boarding Pass to Paradise (Verba, Jeruzalém 2005, 240 stran, barevna pfiloha)
pfedstavuje Fadu vytvarnych praci obou autord
a zachycuje rovnéz historii jejich ,mauritijské odysseje*. Mensi Cesky katalog Lodni listek do raje vydava
Pamatnik Terezin.

Autorka tohoto multimedialniho projektu, Jelena Makarovova z Jeruzaléma, publikovala dvacet Sest
knih a stala u zrodu mnoha mezinarodnich projektd
na téma kulturniho a duchovniho odboje. Jeji kniha Univerzita preZiti, pfednéskova Cinnost v Tereziné a
katalog vystavy
,Friedl Dicker-Brandeisova (1898-1944)", poradané v Ceském Krumlové, byly tak jako fada ¢lankd
prelozeny do Cestiny.

Béhem studia vytvarnych praci z terezinského ghetta objevila Jelena Makarovova kresbu Bédova
star$iho bratra, prazského architekta Lea Mayera, ktery byl véznén v Tereziné a pozdéji zahynul
v Osvétimi. Byla to stopa, ktera ji dovedla k devadesatiletému umélci Bédovi Mayerovi, jenz v té dobé Zil
v domové dichodcl v izraelském mésté Herzliya. Byla okouzlena jeho talentem, moudrosti a smyslem
pro humor. Béda Mayer studoval na prazske Vytvarné akademii a ve 30. letech se stal znamy
ilustratorem Synkova nakladatelstvi. Jeho dila z té doby, vytvofena ve stylu némeckého expresionismu,
byla vSak za valky zni¢ena.

,Ted uz jsem skoro na konci,“ Fikaval Béda. ,Zjju ze vzpominek. Jako bych vymackaval $tavu z citronu,
Ze Zivota, ktery uz davno skoncil. Nebral jsem ho moc vazné. ReZisér mi svéfil jakousi roli, ale ja si
nejsem tak docela jisty, jestli jsem ji dobre zahral. Podle mého nazoru by ji nékdo jiny urcité zahral
mnohem lip.*

Jelena Makarovova uspofadala dvé vystavy Bédovych praci v Izraeli a natocila s nim rovnéz fadu
rozhovord, z nichz by mél vzniknout dokumentarni film.

Béda Mayer neunavné maloval své fantasmagorické vyjevy az do své smrti ve véku devadesati Sesti let.



V roce 1940 se Béda Mayer seznamil s Fritzem Haendelem. Spolu s dalSimi Sestnacti sty ¢eskymi a
rakouskymi Zidy prchajicimi z nacistické Evropy se na malych parnicich dostali z Bratislavy po Dunaji
az k Cernému mofi, a dale se plavili na prestavéné fecké uhelné lodi Atlantic do Palestiny. B&hem
strastiplné cesty Cast uprchlikii zemrela. Zbyvajicim bezenciim britské Ufady zamitly vstup na
palestinské Uzemi a odtransportovaly je do britského internacniho tabora na ostrové Mauritius
v Indickém oceanu, pobliz jihoafrickych biehl. Plavba na Atlantiku a uvéznéni na Mauritiu se odrazilo
v fadé kreseb, dfevorez(

a karikatur, které oba pratelé vytvofili. Haendel se vSak nedokazal vyrovnat se zivotem v zajeti a
spachal v roce 1945 sebevrazdu.

LFritz byl o par let mlad$i,” Fikal Béda, ,ale j& jsem na néj pohliZel jako na svij vzor. Byl tak vzdélany,
prakticky, optimisticky a tvorivy! Nikdy jsem nikoho podobného nepotkal! Pritahoval mé jeho nezkrotny a
sarkasticky smysl pro humor, ktery se projevoval i za téch nejstrasnéjSich situaci. Jeho zbrani proti
tuposti britské kolonialni byrokracie byla tuzka. Dokazal shrnout celou situaci nékolika tahy a vytvorit
takovou karikaturu, za kterou by se nemusely stydét zadné noviny.”

Po navratu do Palestiny (Izraele) se Béda navzdory tézké materiélni situaci znovu pustil do malovani,
nikdy se vSak nestal oficialné uznavanym umeélcem.



PRESS RELEASE

Press Conference
At the Education and Culture Centre of the Jewish Museum in Prague
18 April 2005, 2 pm

Project will be introduced by curator Elena Makarovova
Attending: Walid Abu-Haya, deputy chief of mission, Embassy of Israel in Prague.
Presenter: PhDr Milo$ Pojar, the Head of Education and Culture Centre of the Jewish Museum in
Prague.

Contacts and RSVP:
Terezin Memorial, Principova alej 304, Terezin 411 55
Tel. 416 782 225, 416 782 442, 416 782 131
Email: svobodova@pamatnik-terezin.cz, www.pamatnik-terezin.cz

Elena Makarova, curator, tel. 723 530 581 (English)

PRESENTATION OF THE NEW PROJECT OF ELENA MAKAROVA IN TEREZIN
MEMORIAL:

“BOARDING PASS TO PARADISE: Béda Peretz Mayer and Fritz Haendel.”

The works of Peretz Béda Mayer (1906-2002) born in Hodonin, Moravia, and Fritz Haendel (1910-
1945), from Liberec, Bohemia, are to be presented for the first time in their native land.
The exhibition, the largest-ever of Mayer and Haendel's artworks, opens in Small Fortress under the
auspices of Terezin Memorial on 9 May at 2 pm, marking the 60th anniversary of the end of the
Second World War, and will run till 30 December 2005.

The English catalogue Boarding Pass to Paradise (Jerusalem: Verba, 2005, 240 pp., colour plates)
includes numerous examples of their artwork and also the history of the “Mauritius Odyssey”; a smaller
catalogue in Czech, Lodni listek do réje, has been published by the Terezin Memorial.

Elena Makarova from Jerusalem is an author of almost thirty books comprising art education and history
of the Holocaust, novels and short stories, plays, documentary film scripts, exhibition catalogues. Her
works in in field of cultural and spiritual resistence are well known. The books Univerzita preZiti,
pfednéaskova cinnost v Tereziné and Friedl Dicker-Brandeis (1898—1944) were published in Czech
Republic as well as many of articles.

Elena “discovered” the 90-year-old artist while researching art in the Terezin ghetto, and found a
drawing of Béda ’s older brother, the Prague architect Leo Mayer, who was incarcerated there and later
died in Auschwitz. She met Béda in an old peoples’ home in Herzliya, Israel, and was charmed by his
talent, wisdom, and sense of humour.

Béda Mayer attended the Academy of Art in Prague and was known in the 1930s as a skilled book
illustrator at the Synek publishing house. His paintings of that time, done in the style of German
Expressionism, were destroyed during the war.

“Now | am almost finished with my life,” Béda used to say. ‘I live only from the past. As if | were
squeezing the juice from the lemon, from the life that has already passed. | took life easily. The Director
gave me a role for my life and | don't think | played it well. Someone else would play it better, | think.”



Elena arranged two exhibits of Mayer’s art works in Israel, and conducted extensive video-interviews
with him, which she plans to make into a film. Inspired, Mayer continued to produce his phantasmagoric
paintings until his death at 96.

In 1940 Bedfich met Fritz Haendel. Together with other 1,600 Czech and Austrian Jews, they fled Nazi
Europe, sailing from Bratislava down the Danube on small paddle-steamers to the Black Sea and then
on the SS Atlantic to Palestine. During the perilous voyage some refugees died; nevertheless, the
British authorities did not let the illegal immigrants stay in Palestine and shipped them to a detention
camp in Mauritius, an island near South Africa.

The Atlantic voyage and detention in Mauritius were reflected in plenty of drawings, woodcuts, and
cartoons by the two friends. Eventually, Haendel could not bear the monotony of detention, and
committed suicide.

“Fritz was a few years younger than me,” Béda recollected, “but | saw him as my guiding star. He was
so brilliant, so practical, so positive, so innovative! What made him so attractive was that wry,
irrepressible sense of humour of his that came to the fore even when things were grimmest. Fritz's
weapon for dealing with the idiocy of British colonial officialdom was a pencil. He could sum the whole
thing up in a few pencil strokes and produce a cartoon any top newspaper would be proud of.”

Back in Palestine/Israel Mayer resumed painting, despite the hard economic situation, but was never
accepted by the establishment.



